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as will be inferred from what is said elsewhere
on the subject, is a somewhat mild description of
the case, District Boards and Municipalities really
being kept going by Government officials, and not
by elected and private members.

The Commission held that such Boards should
control the services for maintaining which they
disburse the funds, such as roads, education, hos-
pitals, dispensaries, vaccination, markets, ferries,
and pounds.

In Madras, where local self-government has
succeeded rather better than elsewhere, the Dis-
trict Boards have levied a railway cess and have
constructed railways on their own account.

This policy, though a proof of energy and
capacity on the part of the Boards concerned, is
apt to produce embarrassment unless some co-
ordinate control is exercised to prevent avoidable
competition with, or duplication of, the services of
the greater trunk lines belonging for the most part
to the Government of India.

Local Boards are financed by the levy of a
cess of one-sixteenth of a rupee (id.) on the
annual rent-value of the land, besides a Govern-
ment grant in aid of 25 per cent, of the total rent
collected.

The Commission proposes that the Government
control over these Boards should become less strict,
and that they should be allowed to shape their own